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Faith Ringgold, Black Light Series #12: Party Time, 1969. Oil on canvas; 59 3/4 × 85 1/2 in. (152 × 217 cm). Glenstone Museum, Potomac, 
Maryland. © 2023 Faith Ringgold / Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York. Courtesy ACA Galleries, New York. Photo: Ron Amstutz. 
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MCA Chicago Announces New Exhibition Faith 
Ringgold: American People  

 
CHICAGO—The Museum of Contemporary Art (MCA) Chicago is pleased to announce Faith 
Ringgold: American People, a career-spanning survey of artist Faith Ringgold (b. 1930, Harlem, 
NY; lives and works in Englewood, New Jersey), opening in the Griffin Galleries of Contemporary 
Art on November 18, 2023, and running through February 25, 2024. This exhibition will be the 
first comprehensive retrospective of Faith Ringgold in Chicago. 
 
With a career that spans six decades, artist, author, educator, and organizer Ringgold is one of the 
most influential cultural figures of her generation. This major retrospective presents a 
comprehensive assessment of the artist’s impactful vision, which bears witness to the complexity 
of the American experience.  
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Originally organized by the New Museum, New York, the MCA adaptation of Faith Ringgold: 
American People will showcase many of her best-known pieces, including paintings, quilts, and 
sculptures, as well as archival materials from her activist work in the late 1960s and 1970s. It will 
examine Ringgold’s art as it evolved in response to politics and society, including the artist’s 
indelible works of the civil rights era, her radical explorations of gender and racial identity, and 
her focus on collective struggles for social justice and equity. A part of the MCA’s Women Artists 
Initiative, this timely exhibition provides a new opportunity to experience the art of an American 
icon. 
 
“The MCA is proud to give Faith Ringgold and the city of Chicago a platform for this important 
retrospective,” Pritzker Director Madeleine Grynsztejn said. “A key artistic influence throughout 
the twentieth century, Ringgold captured catalytic moments throughout American racial, social, 
and feminist history. These stories still resonate today. Continuing to share them is key, now more 
than ever.” 
 
The exhibition will also further contextualize Ringgold’s continuing impact on art history through 
the inclusion of works from the MCA Collection by artists who were influenced by Ringgold or 
explore similar themes in their work.  
 
“Faith Ringgold: American People is an overdue examination of an iconic artist whose work has 
been underseen in Chicago,” Manilow Senior Curator Jamillah James said. “Ringgold’s centering 
of social critique and personal and familial narrative in her work has been profoundly influential 
to later generations of artists, and we are thrilled to partner with the New Museum to bring this 
thought-provoking and timely exhibition to the MCA.” 
  
ABOUT THE ARTIST 

FAITH RINGGOLD (b. 1930, Harlem, NY; lives and works in Englewood, New Jersey) earned 
a bachelor’s degree from City College of the City University of New York in 1955 and a master’s 
degree from City College in 1959. Her artwork resides in over fifty prominent public collections, 
including the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York; Museum of Modern Art, New York; 
Brooklyn Museum, New York; Philadelphia Museum of Art; Smithsonian Institute of Art, 
Washington, DC; Baltimore Museum of Art; High Museum of Art, Atlanta; Newark Museum; 
Art Institute of Chicago; and St. Louis Art Museum. Her achievements as an artist, teacher, and 
activist have been recognized with numerous honors, including the National Endowment for the 
Arts awards in sculpture and in painting; a John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation 
Fellowship; an NAACP Image Award; a Caldecott Honor; a Peace Corps Award bestowed by 
President Barack Obama; and sixteen honorary doctorates. 

CREDITS 

The MCA Chicago presentation of Faith Ringgold: American People is curated by Jamillah 
James, Manilow Senior Curator, with Jack Schneider, Assistant Curator. The exhibition was 
originally organized by the New Museum, New York, and curated by Massimiliano Gioni, Edlis 
Neeson Artistic Director, and Gary Carrion-Murayari, Kraus Family Senior Curator, with 
Madeline Weisburg, Curatorial Assistant. 
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Lead support is provided by the Harris Family Foundation in memory of Bette and Neison 
Harris, Zell Family Foundation, Cari and Michael Sacks, and R. H. Defares. 

Major support is provided by Ellen-Blair Chube, DIOR, Susie L. Karkomi and Marvin Leavitt, 
Liz and Eric Lefkofsky, Northern Trust, Carol Prins and John Hart/The Jessica Fund, Robin 
Loewenberg Tebbe and Mark Tebbe, and Charlotte Cramer Wagner and Herbert S. Wagner III 
of the Wagner Foundation. 

Generous support is provided by Cheryl and Eric McKissack and Karyn and Bill Silverstein. 

This exhibition is supported by the Women Artists Initiative, a philanthropic commitment to 
further equity across gender lines and promote the work and ideas of women artists. 
 

 
  
 
Lead support for this exhibition at the New Museum, New York has been provided by The Henry 
Luce Foundation. Major support for this exhibition has been provided by The Andy Warhol 
Foundation for the Visual Arts, with generous support from the National Endowment for the 
Arts, Oprah Winfrey Charitable Foundation, Glenstone, and the Robert Lehman Foundation. 
 
 
   
ABOUT THE MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART CHICAGO 
 
The Museum of Contemporary Art Chicago is a nonprofit, tax-exempt organization accredited 
by the American Alliance of Museums. The MCA interweaves exhibitions, performances, 
collections, and educational programs while providing a place for audiences to contemplate and 
discuss contemporary art in pursuit of a creative and diverse future. The MCA believes in the 
values of inclusion, diversity, equity, and accessibility (IDEA) as a platform to enact structural 
change. The museum is generously supported by its Board of Trustees; individual and corporate 
members; private and corporate foundations, including the John D. and Catherine T. 
MacArthur Foundation; and government agencies. Museum capital improvements are 
supported by a Public Museum Capital Grant from the Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources. The MCA is a proud member of Museums in the Park and receives major support 
from the Chicago Park District. 
 
The MCA is located at 220 E. Chicago Avenue and is open 10 am to 5 pm Wednesday to Sunday 
and Tuesdays (free for IL residents) from 10 am to 9 pm. The museum is closed on Mondays.  
Admission is free for all youth 18 and under, members of the military and veterans, and MCA 
members. Find more information about MCA's exhibitions, programs, and special events at 
mcachicago.org or at 312.280.2660. 
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